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Objectives:

Understand what the NWEA Map Growth test is

Why the exams are important

Understand the family report and what it says about your 
child’s current progress

Support your child’s growth in the assessment for the next testing 
administration



What is 
NWEA Map 

testing? 

It is a test that is used 
across the nation

It measures what your 
child knows and what 
they are ready to learn 
in English Language 

Arts and Math

It gives us a comparison 
on how they are doing 

compared to other 
students across the 

country. 

It also shows us how 
students are growing 

every time they take an 
assessment

Tests are taken 3 times 
a year by Kindergarten 

students through 
Juniors



NWEA Map Growth Testing

NWEA Map Growth Testing

• Looks at what your child should know based on their grade level in ELA and Math

• Shows you how they are doing in comparison to other students across the nation at the 
same grade level. 

• Shows what the growth has been across every test administration from Kindergarten to 
High School

• Identifies specific objectives that your child is ready to learn

• Assists teachers in identifying specific areas in need of intervention

• The questions on the exam are not the same for every student. They adapt depending on 
the student’s previous responses, essentially to meet the students where they are at.  



Why are the exams important? 

Information schools can gather from these 

assessments, allows for intervention plans to fill in 

any gaps that students might have.  

Since the exam is taken three times a year, schools 

can determine how effective the intervention plans 

are, and see the growth that students are having 

through the school year. 

Instant Data



Understanding the family report

▪ You will be receiving the family reports 
mailed to your household.

▪ This report outlines

▪ Your child's overall achievement in 
Math and English Language Arts 
throughout each test administration

▪ How your child is doing in comparison 
to other children throughout the 
nation.

▪ What your child’s growth has been over 
the last few administrations of the 
exam.



• This shows what the students overall
achievement level was. In this example 
the student had average achievement. 

• The graph shows the scores for each time 
the student has taken the assessment and 
whether their scores have increased or 
decreased. 

• The dotted line shows how students across 
the nation in the same grade level did. 

• Special Note: It is normal for scores to dip 
from spring to fall testing because of 
summer loss. This is experienced across 
the nation and the exam is normed to 
account for this dip. 

Understanding the Family Report



Understanding the Family Report

▪ The growth section of the report, outlines 
how much growth the student has made. 

▪ The growth scale ranges from

▪ Low Growth (red)

▪ Low Average Growth (orange)

▪ Average Growth (yellow)

▪ High Average Growth (green)

▪ High Growth (blue)

▪ Ideally, we would like to see average-high 
growth in each of our students

▪ In this example the student had high growth 
in math and high average growth in ELA



Guiding 
Questions 

for 
Parents


